"THERE IS MONEY IN MINERAL WATER"

It was the beautiful blue bottle that caught Sally Tatton’s eye while she was having lunch with some friends in London. It contained a spring water called Original, but when she tried to buy it locally she couldn’t find it.

Sally had been looking for a job that would not tie her down to rigid office hours. The blue bottle of water gave her the inspiration she needed.

"I managed to find out who the producers were and persuaded them to make me their agent for Kent and Sussex," says Sally who lives near Canterbury.

In the summer of 1990 she set up her business, Sally Tatton Fine Table Waters. Now the former secretary sells two brands of water and two herbal drinks and has proved to herself that she has the flair necessary to succeed in the world of "cold" selling.

"I have to admit that I don’t make a lot of money but it earns me a nice living and the demand for mineral water is growing."

Sally operates from her dining room table and stores the water in her garage. Her husband, who has his own factory which makes generators, often helps out with the deliveries.

"I call on retailers, restaurants, hotels and wine bars.

"I don’t have children but I have other interests and this job is ideal. It’s a challenge and it gives me flexibility. I also love getting out and about meeting people."

Woman’s Own, April 1992
 

 

1) TRUE OR FALSE? Justify all your answers from the text (4 points)

Please don’t forget to justify your answer with a quotation from the text. In France, we don’t give points to answers which are not justified, otherwise pupils choose an answer randomly (First question: TRUE! Second question: FALSE! and so on…) (
1. Sally sells mineral water at home. TRUE: “Now the former secretary sells two brands of water…”

2. She started her business 30 years ago. FALSE: “In the summer of 1990…”

3. She began working in London. FALSE: “…their agent for Kent and Sussex, says Sally who lives near Canterbury”.

4. Her husband works full time with her. FALSE:  “her husband, which has his own factory… often helps out with the deliveries.”

 

2) READ THE TEXT AND FIND THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION (6 points)

1. Name of her business      Sally Tatton Fine Table Waters

2. Name of the main product  "Original"

3. Types of products : two brands of water, two herbal drinks
4. Opening year:  1990

5. Place in England: Canterbury

6. Customers:  retailers, restaurants, hotels, wine bars…

3. ANSWER THE QUESTIONS IN ENGLISH. WRITE FULL SENTENCES. (6 points)

1. When did Sally see the blue bottle for the first time ? She saw it for the first time while she was having lunch with some friends in London.

2. Why did she decide to start her own business? She decided to start her own business because she couldn’t buy the “Original” spring water locally.

3. What didn’t Sally like about being a secretary? She didn’t like to be tied down to rigid office hours.

4. What does Sally like about her present job?  She likes it because it is a challenge and it gives her flexibility. She also loves getting out meeting people.

3) CHOOSE THE RIGHT ANSWER TO COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES. (4 points)

1. Sally began working in the summer of 1990.

a) is beginning b) began c) will begin

2. Now Sally doesn’t work in an office.

a) isn’t b) hasn’t c) doesn’t

3. She sells water and stores it in her garage

a) it – her b) she – his c) them – your

4. Thanks to Sally it’s now easier to find mineral water in England.

            a) more easy b) easier c) easiest

